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• ON August 7 , 1969 , exa ct ly one yea r
from the day the Republican Party nomi­
nat ed him as it s candidate for President ,
Richard Milhous Nixo n appea red on na­
tio nal television to spell ou t th e plans he
and his staff had laid to solve the dome s­
tic crisis crea ted by thir ty yea rs of the
Fast Deal and Great Shuffle. The core of
the Nixon program was a secur ity system
for "Welfare" families with childr en ­
which would provide a guaranteed annual
incom e , long the heart of Fabian Socialist
doctrine. Of course, it was denied that
the program really provides a guara nteed
annual incom e becau se Mr. Nixon had
repea tedly denounced that co ncept dur­
ing his successful quest for the Presi­
denc y . None theless, the re it was in all its
Fabian glitte r.

The Presid en t' s "Welfare" reforms met
with mixed reaction from the electronic
gurus , social savants , and syndicated pun­
dits . "Libe rals" te nded to view it as a
giant step on the road to the Welfare
State, while Conservative opinion ran th e
gamut from mild and cautiou s app roval
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to agonized shoc k . U. S. News & World
Report revealed th at expe rts were pre­
dicti ng the cost of th e Nixo n plan would
escalate to nearly $40 billion per year ,
and othe rs not ed that under th e Nixon
scheme 30 million Americans might soon
be living on "Welfare" checks provided
by whichever Americ ans elect to continue
working.

Both Conservatives and " Liberals"
agreed, however , that Mr. Nixon' s speech
was a masterpiece of rhet o ric. New York
Tim esman James Reston , himsel f a past­
master of ety mo logical chic ane ry , praised
the President for th e feat of managing to
present in " co nservat ive language" a pro­
gram so far to the Left. The Washington
Post, Newsweek, and the New R epublic
all echoed the hoorah!

The Presiden t began his speech with an
articulate indictment of the failures of
the present " Welfare" syste m, present ed
his program for a guarantee d minimum
income , and then closed by st ressing that
what he was really proposing was not
mor e "Welfare " but something new , to be
called "wor kfare ." To th e million s of
American s wh o are weary of financing
unend ing giveaways , the President's skill­
ful emphasis on " gett ing people off the
wel fare ro lls and onto payroll s" sounded
like manna from Washington . Mr. Nixo n
had stre ssed that in order to receive the
new guaranteed annual income one had
to be willing to sign up fo r job training
and/or be willing to take an "acceptable
job ." It was th ese two conditi on s which
made the " refo rms" palat ab le to Conse r­
vative s.

But, as th e et he r of the Presiden t 's
rhet oric began to wear off, Conservatives



were left to wonder whether President
Nixo n's tr ain ing and/o r work requ ire­
ments were as redeeming as th ey were
made to appear . The American Conserva­
tive Union 's Battle Line observed :

. . . few can forget the national
uproar mounted by liberals a f ew
years ago when the City of New­
burgh, New York, tried to enforce
such a job plan on its welfare
recipients. By requiring recipients
to accept only "suitable jobs, " the
Nixon Plan allows a major loophole
for those who make welfare hand­
outs a way of life.

M. Sta nto n Evans, unc omprorrusmg
edit or of the Indianapolis News, was
especially concern ed because the program
would be adm inistered by bureaucrats
with what he called a " welfare mental­
ity ." As Mr. Evans pointed out :

This [work] provision conjures
up a picture of a welfare off icial's
consigning welfare recipients to
their cruel fate if the provisions of
the "requirement" are not fulfill ed.
It is hard to imagine this actually
occurring in very many places,
which means that the "work re­
quirement " f eature could in fact
become a paper tiger.

Like man y othe r Conservat ives, Dallas
edito r Dan Smo ot was concerned with
the Presiden t' s use of th e adjec tive "s uit­
able" to modify the word "job ." Mr.
Smoot warned:

.. . Nixon says jobs must be
suitable and conveniently located.
What is a suitable job ? Nixon says
he means not "just any job," but a
"good job. " Under Nixo n's scheme,
a reliefer who prefers welfare to
work need merely assert that no
good, suitable, convenient job was
offered him.
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Of course , the President went farthe r.
He knew tha t , of all governmen t " Wel­
fare" pro grams, prob ably no ne carr ies th e
emotional appeal of job training. Th e
very term conjure s up a bright picture of
indolent drones being t ransformed into
taxpaying workers laboring happily in a
land of industrial honey. But , as th e
Republican-ori ented Human Events has
gloomil y noted :

.. . while the President is plac­
ing much faith in this proposal, the
truth is that previous government
manpower training programs have
been a dismal flop . . . .

In this regard, conservatives were
disappointed that the President
made no mention [in his speech] of
two themes that were prominent in
his campaign rhetoric: voluntarism
and tax credits for business. Rather
than misting to a rejuggled version
of programs that have already
failed, why , ask conservatives,
didn 't the President make more use
of the most successful job training
mechanism in history: American
industry ?

Why , indeed? Why a bureaucrat ically
run pro gram? Why forc ed labor or gov­
ernment "e duca tion centers" when pr i­
vate indust ry could be induced to handl e
the probl em with a min imum of cost to
the Amer ican taxp ayer?

The current government training
scherne , which Human Events rightly calls
a " dismal flop ," is the notorious Job
Corps. An integral part of L.BJ.'s mis­
named War on Poverty, it was designed
during 1964 by Kennedy in-law R. Sar­
gent Shriver; Harvard economist Bill
Ca p ro n; A.D.A. wheelhorse John
Ken neth Galb raith ; Walte r Reuther' s pro­
tege Richard Boone ; the Ford Fo unda­
tio n's Paul Ylvisaker; Paul Jacobs, a
for mer member of the Yo ung Communist
League and current fellow at the rad ical
Cente r for the Study of Democrat ic
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Inst itut ion s; Ada m Yarmolinsky , * the
lead er of Harvard 's Yo ung Comm uni st
League who was made assistant to Secre­
tary of Defense Robert McNamara ;
Michael Harrington , successor to Norman
Thom as as head of the Socialist Party ;
and, the man who is now Presidential
Assista nt to Richard Nixo n, Daniel P.
Moynihan .

Moynihan , a lifelong Democrat and

''' Libera l'' co m men ta tors mad e much of th e
fac t tha t a coterie of Southern Co ngress me n
refu sed to vote for the War o n Povert y unless
the J ohnson Ad min ist ra t ion agree d to keep
Ya rmo lins ky o u t o f a wo rking rol e once th e
War o n Povert y becam e o pe ra tive . Christophe r
Week s, w h o was amo ng th e midwives at the
birth o f th e War o n Povert y , and lat er an
assista n t to J ohn Lindsay , w r ites in h is book ,
Jo b Co rps:

"Ya rmo lins ky's demi se rem ain s o ne of th e
most de p lo ra b le sac rifices of a dedicated and
hard -working public officia l to political
ex pe die ncy th at has hit Washi ngto n in th e last
decade. He wa s a vic t im of susp icio n, fear, and
circ umstances .. . .

"First, he was o f Russian extrac tion, and
J ewi sh, and hi s parent s had be en co nnec te d
w ith so me org an izat io ns (li k e sa te llites of the
Com m u nist Par ty I which we re kno w n to be
left w ing and allege d to be subve rsive. Ya rmo­
lin sk y , himsel f , how ever , had never bee n co n­
nec ted wit h any questi onabl e o rga niza tio ns .
[Form er c lassm a tes a t H arvard are prepare d to
tes ti f y tha t h e h ead ed th e Young Co mmu nis t
League at Harvard and edited it s p ublication,
T he Yard ling. Ya rmolinsk y was so dedicated to
Party di scipline that he swallowed the Hi tl er­
Stalin Pac t and stood up in a Har vard m eeting
and d eclar ed th at "o ur jo b is to stay o ut of th e
war." The curre nt Co mmunist sloga n a t the
tim e was : "The Ya n ks Are Not Co ming!" When
Hitler betrayed h is ally Stalin , th e Part y lin e did
a l Bll -degree reversal an d so d id Ya rmolinsky , I
A gra d uate of Harv ar d , and Ya le Law Sc hoo l,
he had go ne o n to become law clerk to a Justi ce
of t he Supreme Co urt, th en wo rked fo r th e
Fu nd for th e Rep ub lic, an d lat er became public
affairs edito r fo r Doubled ay books - hardl y a
dossier wh ich rev eals any dan gerous le ft -win g
sym pa th ies ."

T he Co ngressme n we re late in lo cking th e
barn door. Alt ho ugh his wo rk as McNama ra's
assis ta nt - helpin g to sa bo tage Amer ica 's arms
sys te ms - was doubtl e ss of m or e im por tan ce ,
th e imprin t of Co mra de Ada m Yar mo lin sk y
was alrea dy o n th e Office o f Eco nom ic Oppo r­
t uni ty.
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former officer in the Fabi an Socialists'
Americans for Democratic Act ion , was
ironically the key man in dr awing up Mr.
Nixon's " Welfare" program to solve th e
problems designed and created by Moyni­
han and his fellow Fabi ans. Mr. Moynihan
even bragged abo ut this little con game in
the Boston Herald Traveler of November
23,1969 :

You know, the libs will never
forgive him. Richard Nixon has
now done the final, unforgivable
thing to the liberals. He's done
what they wouldn 't do. This was
the first Presidential message on
welfare in history. All previous
Presidents were afraid of it and
tucked the subject under Social
Security. Liberal Democrats got
themselves closed in on issues that
they couldn't reopen. Jt's the
mechanics of politics. This J know
something abou t because it's my
business. John Kennedy could sign
a test-ban treaty that Adlai Stev en­
son would have been crucified fo r.
It was O.K. fo r the ant i-Communist
Catholic to trust the Russians, but
not Adlai. Lyndon Johnson could
put through aid to parochial
schools that John Kennedy could
never get through. No w Richard
Nixon has done this. The big liber­
als who didn't do it - who couldn' t
do it - are just shocked.

All of thi s Brier Patch philosophy
seems very peculia r, doesn 't it? As if th e
whole thing were being manipulated by
Lefti st fo rces behind the scenes. Lefti st
forces well abo ve mere "Libe ralism."
After all, one remembers th at the War on
Povert y in general, and the Job Corps in
par ticular, were so mired in disor gani­
zation, co rruption, rad icalism , Black Na­
tio na lism, Communism, and crimin alit y
that Richard Nixon focused mu ch of his
campaign rhet or ic against it. As Candi­
date Nixo n declared :
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· . . a current poverty program
that should be eliminated is the Job
Corps. This is one program that has
been a failure. It sounds good, but
it costs $10,000 a year to train a
man for a job that may not even
exist.

Yet , soon after his ina ugurat ion, th e
Assoc iated Press repo rte d:

President Nixon, backtracking
on some election campaign views,
told Congressy esterday he wants to
keep the Job Corps alive . . . (and
transfer it from the Offic e of
Economic Opportunity to the
Department of Labor).

While there had been speculation
early in the administration that Mr.
Nixon might even abolish the OEO,
he said experience has proven "th e
value of having in the f ederal gov­
ernment an agency whose special
concern is the poor." *

On April 11 , 1969 , the Nixon Ad­
min istr ation anno unce d the closing of 59
of th e 113 Job Cor ps Cente rs . The same
day it anno unce d the creation of twenty­
seven new job-training facilit ies in large
urb an areas. Many co nsidered the move
ou t-and-out charla tanr y - first promising
to elimina te the program , th en appeasing
oppo nents with an oste nsib ly hal f-way
measur e th at turns out to be an ex pan­
sion of th e program. Most of th e camps
closed were th e small Conse rvation Cen­
te rs located in places aki n to Elephant
Breath, Wyoming, o r Burnt Mattress,
Arkansas. Th eir repl acements are large
urb an opera tions.

Besides sh utt ing down small rur al cen­
ters in favor of expanding urban Jo b

"India napolis Star, Fe bruary 20, 19 69 . On June
2 , 19 69 , Mr. Nixo n asked Co ngress to extend
t he anti-pover ty pr o gram fo r tw o m ore yea rs,
decl ar in g that t h e pro posed tw o -y ear ex te nsio n
" re p rese n ts a cha nge fro m m y ea rlier in te n­
tio n."
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Cor ps faci lit ies , the President promised a
massive ex pa nsion of job -t raining facili­
ties to compleme nt his new guaran tee d
"Family Mainte nance" program. And,
soon after his nat ionally broadcast
spee ch, Richard Nixon did indeed submi t
to Co ngress his prop osals for a vast
expansion of "Welfa re"-o rien ted job tr ain­
ing. As Unite d Press repor ted on August
12 , 1969 :

President Nixon today proposed
giving states and cities much of the
authority for running $2.3 billion a
year in f ederal programs to train
more than 1 million A mericans
annually for jobs.

In view of the Nixon proposa l to pu t
millions of me n and wo me n throug h his
job- training program in the co ming yea rs,
AMERICAN OPINION asked your repo rt­
er to visit one of t he o per at ing job centers
fo r a talk with studen ts, faculty, and mem­
bers of th e surro un ding communi ty . Our
object was to attempt an acc ura te assess­
ment of wh ether Mr. Nixo n's programs
are likely to create a major redu cti on in
the number of those o n the "Welfa re"
rolls.

The inst itu tion we visite d was the
Tongue Po in t Jo b Corps Center at As­
toria, Orego n, app roxima tely one hu n­
dre d miles due west of Po rt land near th e
juncti on of the Columbia River and the
Pacific Ocean . Astoria is now a fish ing
and lumb ering center with excellent po rt
facilit ies and a pop ulati on of abou t ten
thou sand . It has a past rich in h istory and
lore . Lew is and Clark terminated th eir
journey westwa rd here in 1805 , and John
Jacob Astor establishe d Port Asto ria in
1811 as the first per ma nen t out pos t wes t
of the Mississippi .

To ngue Poin t has th e unique dist inc­
tion of having served bo th as a men ' s and
(current ly) wo me n's Job Corps camp. It
is loc at ed on a 747-acre former Navy Base
whic h ju ts out int o th e Co lumbia River.
Having been a milit ary base fo r ove r
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twenty years, th ere are milli on s of dollars
of first-cabin facilities, including attrac­
tive off-base hou sing for the Center em­
ployees. In addition to dormitories (so me
of which were formerly quarters for
officers) and spacious classro om and
vocational facilities, there is a twe nty­
room dispensary , a theatre which features
first-run movie s nearly every night , a
five-lane bowling alley , a roller-skating
rink , color television sets , pool and tenni s
tables , and a spacious library .*

The Tongue Point Center op erate s
with a staff o f 287 employees serving 730
girls. This rati o is a vast improvement
over o ther Centers where the staff o ften
outnumbers the stude nts . The camp is
run by the University of Oregon and
Philco Fo rd, the fo rme r handling academ­
ics and th e latter vocational ed ucation .
Appro xima te ly fift y percent of th e girls
at Tongue Point are Negro, thirty-five
percent Mexican-Ame rican, and the rest
Caucasian with a sma ttering of Indian ,
Eskimo , and Hawaiian .

A "jobbie" receives room and board ;
med ical and den tal care ; work clothes; a
cash allowance in the for m of a credit

• [ w as not able care fu lly to inspect the T ongu e
Point libr ar y. But, if it follows the procedure
e mp loyed at th e now de fu nc t Cam p Kilmer it
would doubtless hav e pr ov ed fascin atin g. A t
Kilme r t he gov ern me n t she lled o u t no less than
$ 10 ,00 0 in o ne month last fall to purchase sex
no vels for t he Cor psmen . A mo ng the inter esting
titles to whet the J ob Co rps a p pe t it e were : T he
N ude Wore Blac k , Orgy At Ma da m Dracula 's,
Candy, Wif e S wa p pers, Sex Turned On , A ll the
Hungry Yo ung Bo dies, Call House Madam , and
Fre n ch A rt Of L o ve.

T he abo ve books tu rn ed up on a purchase
o rde r fr om th e Feder al E lec t ric Co rpo ra t io n
w hic h o pe ra te d this J o b Co rps sho w. Accordi ng
to D.L. " J ac k " Web er , former deput y director
of the Ca m p . "T hey we re pa r t o f o ur p rog ra m
to ge t these fell ows to read. Many o f the yo u t hs
we h ad had reading a bili t ies o n the sec ond to
fourth gra de level s a nd we felt if we could ge t
th em even pocketbo oks , th e ir literary in terest
wo u ld i m prove ... . Most . . . are "so u l mat e ­
rial. ' " Wags o bse rve d that w h ile th e li terary
interest s of th e boys mi ght not ha ve been
s t irn u la t e d , th e ir int e re st in sex ce rta in ly w as .
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card fo r the purchase of ab out seventy ­
five dollars worth of dress clothes; and , a
mon thly living allowance of thirty
dollars, less deduction for Social Security
and taxes. (Job Corpsmen are employe es
of the federal government.) In addition ,
each enr ollee is given a "readjustment
allowance" computed on the basis of
months of Job Corps "service" and re­
ceived on termination. If th e Co rpsman
will allot up to twenty-five dollars per
month of hi s " readj ustment allowance"
to his parents, the Job Co rps will match
that sum with an equal amount.

In other words , a "jobbie" can actual­
ly earn $ 105 a month fo r attending a Job
Corps camp. Sadly, thi s has induced a
number of youngsters to drop out of high
school to join th e Job Corps. Critical
Congressmen have poin ted out that if a
yo ung man keep s his nose clean , and
reasonably close to th e grind ston e, he will
likely graduate from high school and be
invit ed to join Uncle Sam's Arm y in
Vietnam - whil e being paid $94 a month .
His illit erate friend who drops out of high
school, has a scrape with th e law and is
sen t to a Job Corps camp , can live in
officers' quarters , see first-run movies,
and be paid $ 105 a month .

Any o fficially " deprived" soul be­
twe en six tee n and twenty-one can join
the Job Co rps and stay fo r as long as two
years. After one has been in the Corps six
months, he receives a free ro und-trip
plane tick et for a vacati on at hom e.

The history of Tongue Point Job
Corps Cen ter as a camp for men was brief
but colorful. Like so many of the se
camps it was replete with riot s and brawl s,
dru gs and liqu or. During th e time the boys
were th ere, Astori a was plagued with a
wave of sho plift ing and a rash of radi o
and car thefts. One resident told thi s re­
porter, " It got so bad th at I wouldn 't let
my wife go int o town on weekends with or
with out me . On weekends th ey just took
over th e place , chasing every femal e in
town between fift een and fift y. "

Inside th e Cen te r itself, a gang o f
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Corpsmen operated a lucrative protection
racket. New enrollees were advised that a
ten dollar fee would prevent them from
falling victim to mysterious assault s. A
longtime Camp employee told us: "The
protection racket was an open secret, but
the staff just loo ked the other way . Some
of them were afraid too - and not
without good reason . A lot of tho se guys
were big. And pretty damn mean ."

A retire d serviceman who worked at
Tongue Point for over three year s main ­
tains the waste was "enormous ," and
descri bed how a team of carpenters was
kept busy full-time to repair damage done
by the boys. "Whe n they got mad," he
said , " they would just tea r the do ors right
off the hinges." I asked him if Corpsme n
were discipl ined for such acts of van­
dalism. Laughing a b itter laugh, he
shrugged and repl ied:

Hardly ever. The fellow who was
in charge wanted to baby them.
The staff wanted to treat them like
they were college kids, buty ou can't
treat kids off the street like univer­
sity students. The staff just would
not lay the law down. They were
afraid the boys would go home if
there was strict discipline and they
were having a hard enough time
keeping them in camp anyway.

In 1966, Congresswoman Edith Green
of Oregon began demanding th at Job
Corps camps also be established for
young ladies . She introduced a bill wh ich
required that twenty-three percent of Job
Corps enrollees be girls. The result was
that To ngue Point became one of the first
camps for wome n. According to the Daily
Astorian, the Depa rtment of Health , Edu­
cation and Welfare had considered operat­
ing To ngue Point as a coeducational
insti tu tion but feared it would be called a
" den of vice."

The Daily Astorian of January 23,
1967, reported that the cost of con­
verting the base from a men 's to a
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women's facility was in the neighbor hood
.of $ 100 ,000 . The cost had been esti­
mated at about $10,000, but the night
before the male Corpsmen evacuated the
premises the y smashed everything smash­
able . Although newspaper reports indi ­
cate that the number of enrollees had
dropped from around five hundred to
eighty-one , the 450 memb ers of the sta ff
then on the pay roll were apparently
doing something else that night. A former
empl oyee described the shambles he saw
when he reported to work the next day :

The destruction was incredible.
A lmost every door in every dormi­
tory was broken. Ten new pianos
were literally tom apart. It looked
like somebody went at them with
an ax e. A ll the walls were marked
and carved up. They took knives
and slit all the leather couches and
chairs and anything that was up­
holstered. Many TV sets were
smashed. I'd say they brok e about
forty percent of all the windows on
the base.

The train ing of male Corpsmen at
To ngue Poin t was fairly typical of the
Job Corps as a whole. According to the
Daily Astorian of February 3 , 1967 :

All told, 2,370 youths were ad­
mitted to the Tongue Point Center
since its inception in February
1965. Of those who stayed, only
793 completed their course of
study . . . .

In ot her words , two- th irds of the
yo ung gentlemen who enrolled in this
federa l program quit and received their
free airplane ride home without finishing
their training for a job . At the time,
Tongue Point claimed to have its costs
down to $7,409 per man per year . Thi s
figures out to a cost to the taxpayers of
$22,200 for each graduate . Howeve r, there
appears to have been some figure juggling.
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The Daily Astorian of January 25 , 1967 ,
quot es Dr. Wend ell Van Loan , a To ngue
Point offic ial, as revealin g:

Fixed costs of operating Tongue
Point are such that it takes about
1,000 enrollees to keep the cost
down around $7,500 per student
peryear.

The largest number ever enr olled was 867
during June 1966, and the number was
down to 476 by Janu ary 1967 . Co ngress­
wom an Edith Green claimed the real per
capita cos t at Tongue Point was S13,000
(or $39 ,000 per graduate) , which seems a
more realistic figure. *

Like th e rest of th e Job Corps Cente rs,
To ngue Point has had its full share of
staff probl ems, havin g employ ed homo­
sexuals, alcoho lics, genera l misfit s, and
polit ical rad icals. Several current em­
ployees told us of their co nce rn abo ut the
increasing number of Black Militan ts
being hired to staff the Cente r. One
highly agitated wom an wh o was with­
drawing her savings acco unt and pre­
paring to leave to wn confided tha t both
she and he r husband had wo rked at
Tongue Point. She said he had been
discr iminated against in receiving prom o­
tions because he was Caucasian, and that
life had been made into lerable for her in
the dispensa ry because it was co ming to
be dominated by Lesbians . Pract ically in
tears, she declared : "They are dismissing
the decent ones and keeping the scum !"

Needless to say, th e staff turnover at
Tongue Point has been very high despit e
the fact that it is co nside red by O.E.O. to
be a mod el institution . Staff salaries are
high . A check sho wed mo st Job Corps
offic ials were making co nsiderably more
than th ey had on thei r previou s job.

Your report er toured Tongue Point on
a bea ut ifully sunny F riday in November.
My to ur guide, Mr. Norman Myers, is a

· See Shir ley Sc heib la , Poverty Is Wher e Til e
Money Is, A rlingto n House, New Ro ch ell e , New
Yo rk , 1968.
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Con servative do-gooder - a species more
rare than an Arab at a Bar Mitzvah . Poor
Mr. Myers complained that there were
only two or three o thers on the staff of
287 who share his Conse rvat ive views.
Nevertheless, he plod s on like Don
Quixot e in the belief th at he is " do ing
good ." And , no doubt he does. Myers is
ex tremely per son able and highly dedi ­
cat ed , though some of his stude nts - wh o
like him immensely - told us that he is
easy to con and co nside red naive.

Mr. Myers explained tha t , in addition
to the vocati onal training at Tongue
Point, courses are offe red in remedial
educa tion . The average Corp sman reads at
the fifth-grade level. He said that even the
one-third of his girls who have high
scho ol dip lomas read very bad ly . This is
so , Myers says, because " some states
permit the giving of 'social promotions'
and 'att endance' dipl omas to illiterates ."
To try to deal with thi s problem, girls at
Tongue Point are enco uraged to work for
a high school General Education Diploma
(G .E.D.). In the nearl y five years Tongue
Point Job Corps Cent er has been in
ope ration, only 336 of the th ous and s of
youths who entered have qu alified for
this Diplom a.

We visited some of the classrooms.
Classes are small (abo ut a dozen student s)
and use the most mod ern and expensive
teaching machines, including closed­
circuit television . Students who seek it
are given ind ividu al attention which
amo un ts to tuto ring. Those few who wish
to learn are helped ; the rest sit and do
noth ing.

We ente red one classroom wh ere eight
girls were sitt ing around a table smoking,
eating, and talking about sex. A record
player was blaring out "soul music ." At
the fro nt of the room one lon e girl was
trying to study amidst the cacophony .

Afte r we arrived the teac her respon­
sible for the " class" was moved to ask the
girls to shut off the reco rd player. He was
intermittently t ied up wit h ot her teac he rs
in his cubicle at the back of the roo m,
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bu t soon tried to enlist his "s tudents " to
watch a movie abo ut Alaska. Meet ing
with no success, he ret reat ed into his
cubicle . Curio us, I asked the girls why
th ey weren 't int erested in seeing the
" flick ." One tough-looking creatu re (who
looked like a memb er of the fro nt four of
the Los Angeles Rams) snarled: "Who
gives a f*** about Alaska?"

I had to admit she had a poin t there. I
didn't dare do otherwise.

When I asked why record players are
allowed in the classroom, the teacher
laughed : " Well, you kn ow how teenagers
are." He the n expl ained that he was not
trying to teach the girls anything that day
since it was Friday and they had received
th eir federal paych ecks for job tr aining .
One would assume that students who are,
on th e average, seven yea rs behi nd in th e
level at which th ey read would need to
take advantage of every minute of school­
ing which can be mad e availabl e.

We were told by Asto rians who had
visited the se classes at other times that
while the situat ion we saw was somewhat
extreme, record playing in class is fairly
typical and often the teacher is more of a
babysitter than an instru ctor. Apparently
the rule is to cat er to th e least common
denominator , with the result th at what
few serious trainees remain are prevented
from acquiring the training for which the
Corps was osten sibly created .

To ngue Point offers vocational courses
in Foo d Services, Institution al Household
Arts , Elect ronics Assembly, Business­
Cler ical Techniques, and Drafting . On the
average it tak es nine mon th s to slide
through a course .

Among the departments we toured
was that of Inst itu tion al Household Arts .
That's federalese for learning to be a
maid . We were welcomed by the head of
the maid department , Mrs. Mary Poteet, a
pert and high ly enthusiastic blond in her
early for ties. The laboratory for thi s
academic pur suit includes a roo m with a
thick carp et which apparently Mrs. Poteet
dirties every morning. There were a half-
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dozen young women on th eir hands and
knees cleaning. One part icularly large girl,
looking rath er like a crippled bu ffalo as
she bru shed the rug on all fours , warned
me away as I prepar ed to take a pictu re
of the group.

Mrs. Pot eet quickly directed us to her
departmen t' s piece de resistance - two
elegantly decorated mot el-type rooms
complete with bath . To graduate , a girl
must learn to scrub floors, make a bed ,
and clean the bath and toi let. I asked Mrs.
Pot eet how long it took her scho lars to
ach ieve their baccalaurea te as motel
maids. "A bo ut six months is average , but
up to nine mon th s if they are men tally
slow or no t motiva ted ," she replied . I was
forced to suppress a winc e , thin king it
took at least a morning to train each of
the thousands of maids now act ually
working in hot els acros s Americ a. Yo u
could teach a chimpanzee to be a maid in
less time than it takes the Jo b Cor ps to
train a single girl.

The Business and Clerical school is
conside red the most diffi cul t at the Cen­
ter. Here girls learn to be file clerk s and
clerk -typists. It usually takes a year to
graduate from thi s depa rtmen t.

Mrs. Lynn Morey , the second of the
base's three reputed Republicans, and
head of the Business and Clerical school,
showed me through several classrooms,
some of them nearly empty . As is true
th rough out Job Corps, all of the equip­
ment is the lat est and finest.* The charm­
ing and dedicated Mrs. Morey introduced
me to several of her girls who were

' Wh ile tourin g th e Ch ild Care de pa r t me nt to
w h ich tod dl ers fr om As to ria are buse d to give
th e gir ls ex pe r ie nce w ith yo u ng ch ildren , I
noticed a nearl y-n ew Ad ler electric t yp ewrit er
o ut on a short -legged ta b le amo ng the toys.
Having ju st spent $ 4 50 to buy an iden ti cal
mach in e, I ask ed th e young lady running th e
department w hy yo u ngs ters were allowed to
ban g o n an el ectric t y pewrit er. "Well," she
replied . " it d o esn't h ave a ri b b o n and so me of
th e key s are st uc k." A pp are nt ly th o se w h o h ave
no re sponsibil ity fo r produ cin g th e m o ne y t hat
go vern me n t orga niza tions spen d have littl e care
about h ow it is ex pe nded .

AMERICAN OPINION



wor kin g diligen tly at a filing cabine t and
asked them to describe to me what they
were doing. Th ey were unable to do so .
Alth ou gh most seemed bu sy as soon as
we ente red , the re were horro r comics ,
paperbacks, and astrology an d movie
magazines scatt ered abo ut th e roo m.

Mrs. Morey keeps a bull et in board
with pictures of her grad uates who are
employe d in offices, but one gets the
impression th at many of the se girls are in
over thei r head s, Job Corps standards
having t rad ition ally been below th ose
required by private bu sinesses.

Still , a few do try . Th ey are th e tiniest
minor ity. At Tongue Point, as at othe r
Job Corps Centers, two-thirds o f th e
enro llees quit befor e graduating. One of
the major reason s for th e low percentage
of completions is the inadequate scree n­
ing don e prior to admittance . About ten
percent of th e Job Corps cand ida tes
arrivin g at To ngue Point have to be sent
home because they are alcoho lics , drug
add icts , ha bit ua l cr imi nals, men tall y re­
tar ded, or pregnan t. Since th e Job Cor ps
policy is to sen d girls as far fro m hom e as
possib le (ostensib ly to prevent a return
ho me) many are flow n th ree tho usan d
miles on ly to be pu t back on an air plane.
To ngue Point' s Norm Myers to ld me :

In one input we had f ifteen
pregnant out of about ninety . This
meant spending about $6,000 to
bring them and then send them
right back . . . . It would only be
common sense to give them a phy si­
cal at a local health center the day
before they leave for Job Corps.

Myers also th ink s it is rid iculous to
send girls from Florida to a camp in
Oregon and vice-versa. He believes th at at
least th e Mississippi sho uld be used as a
divid ing point. The cur ren t policy is
based on th e prem ise of getti ng "jobbies"
out of th eir en vironme nt. But it is hardl y
necessary to transport th em to th e
opposit e end of the country.
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The ju stification given for bringing
these girls so far from hom e is to provide
a change in enviro nmen t; but whether th e
enviro nment is changed o r ju st sh ift ed
fro m one locale to ano ther is debatabl e. I
was una ble to learn why so many girls
leave Job Co rps to return to homes which
we were told are so d read ful. True , some
membe rs of the staff work very har d at
produ cing "attitude chan ges" among th e
Corpsmen, and with success in some
cases . But , as Shirley Scheibla points o ut
in her excellent book, Poverty Is Where
The Money Is:

. . . no one seemed sure that the
life of relative ease at the center
would make go-getters of school
drop-outs. Were virtually unlimited
free recreation and chauffeured
transportation preparing the girls to
be productive citizens? . . Even
giving the center the benefit of the
doubt and assuming that the en­
vironment was beneficial, how
much could this nine months ' stay
counteract poor home environ­
ments? Nearly everyone I inter­
viewed planned to return home
after graduation.

Members of th e staff told me th at th ey
object to the policy of judges who give
youngsters a choice between refo rm
school and th e Job Cor ps. " We just aren't
equipped to cop e with criminals," says
Myers. With such a wid e spa n in ages and
backgrounds, many of the yo unger girls
from rural area s are learn ing crim inal
behavi or fro m hard-core urban toughs
who should be in reform schoo ls.

Another prob lem caused by poor
scree ning is tha t man y of th ese young­
ste rs are sent to a camp which does not
o ffer the trai ning he o r she has been
pro mised. Mr. Meyers told us:

I've got one girl in my class right
now who wants to leave. She came
here to study cosmetology. She has
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nine months' training and couldn 't
affo rd to finish up so she heard she
could get it through Job Corps. She
was sent here - but we don't offer
a course in cosmetology.

All of these Centers have been plagued
with d isciplinary prob lems . Most are run
by persons with a socia l-worker mental­
ity , correctly interpreted by the Corps­
men as a sign of weakness . Members of
the staff who have tried to enforce
discip line have found themse lves under­
cut by th eir superiors. As one former
employee complained , " Once the kid s
find out you can't punish them exc ept in
the most severe cases , it's Katy bar the
door. Actually they aren't do ing thes e
kids any favor s by not enforcing disci­
pline . They have never had any discipline
and need it desperately if they are to
succeed in holding a job or in raising a
decent family ."

Another former Tongue Point worker
told us: "I 've act ually had some young­
sters tell me they were disappointed over
the lack of enforced discip line. They
should let ex-sergeants run the se place s
instea d of teachers and social workers.
But everyone is afraid that the already
high drop-out rates wo uld go higher if
there was strict discipline . Maybe so , but
without it we are just wasting a lot of
taxpayers' money." A Center main­
tenance man we asked abo ut the situation
commented : "The staff has got a bull by
the tail. The kid s are running them ! These
kids are street-smart and con artists while
most of the staff is pretty naive ." Fights,
o ften over boy friends, are common
among the young lad ies at Tongue Point.

The lax . atmosphere at th e camp is
reflected in the girls' deportmen t when
they leave the base to congregate in
downtown Astoria . One enraged resident
recently wrote to the local newspaper :
"On Friday and Saturday nights Astoria
is tra nsported into an at mosphere of
Sod om and Gomorrah ." The exagge ration
is only sligh t. Every weekend, soldiers
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from Fort Lewis, men from Portland , and
boys from other Job Corps Cente rs flood
into Astoria and head for the Tongue
Point recrea tion center, a converted store
fron t. It operates like a commercial ex ­
change for a New Orle ans fancy ho use.

Th e girls are given a complete course
in sex inst ruction at To ngue Point and are
prov ided with birth -control pills. One
Corps employee explained the attitude of
the Center toward flagran t promiscuity
thi s way : "Most of the se girls had lou sy
morals befor e they got here and there is
not much we can do about it." Twe lve
percent of the Corpsettas have had one or
mor e chi ldren before entering the camp.

Each month , despite the near un iversal
availabi lity of the pill , several of the girls
at Tongue Point find themselves preg­
nant. The camp's sex inst ruc to rs claim
the y inject morality int o their instruc­
tion, but that is pure balderdash . Tongue
Point's Norm Myers told us: " I sat
through one of th ose classes and was
appalled with th e teachin gs on abo r­
tion . . . . You court disaster giving pills
with out mor al instruction. We definitely
are doing th is."

By cont rast, th e at tit ude to wards
religion is quite different. For some time
there has been no chapel on th e base . Th e
reason , we were told , is th at "This is a
governme nt installation and those th ings
are no t allowed ." The fac t tha t every U.S.
military base in the world has a corps of
chaplains has not influ enced the bigwigs
at Tongu e Point. Tha nks to the persever­
ance of one Asto ria ministe r, however , a
late afterno on vesper s service is being
instituted in th e dormitories on a revolv­
ing basis. It took the minister over a year
to get permission to hold these services.

Negro girls wh o want to at tend ch urch
are bused to Portland , a hundred miles
away . One girl who had worked to get
religiou s services insti tuted at th e base
told me: "They don 't want anything of
God in that place . Girls can get pills
there, but religion is verb oten . They
supply the needs from th e federal govern-
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ment so that the girts will think the
Government is the God from whom all
blessings flow."

Some loca l hotels have even had to
post signs reading "No Job Corps
Allowed." Weekend visitors were sneak­
ing the girts into their rooms. One hotel
owner whose place of business is near the
recreation center says the Job Corps is
ruining his business. "They throw wine
bottles and trash in my foyer and even
urinate there. One day my wife was
subjected to the sight of a couple having
intercourse in a car right in front of the
hotel."

The owner of a resta uran t in nearby
Seaside , a summer reso rt, to ld me that
busloads of girts from Tongue Po int, and
busload s of boys from Tillamook Job
Corps Camp (now closed), used to pa rk in
the parking lot across the street from his
business while everyone went to the
beach . Before the departure of the Corps­
men for their respective camps, the
restaurant's customers, including many
families , were subjected to an unwanted
display of multiple sexual intercourse right
in the parking lot. The owner reports his
customers were not interested in watch­
ing a scene from "Hair" with their salad s.

Some time ago a Tongue Point girt was
found in the John Jacob Astor Hotel with
$ 100 she had made from customers that
evening. I asked Robert Biddle , a reserve
police Lieutenant until disabled by an
accident , if prostitution was still going on
in the area . " Undoubtedly yes ," he said,
"but amateur competition is so sti ff that
a professional has a hard time ." Biddle
to ld us that busloads of male Job Corps­
men are brought from as far away as nine
hu ndr ed miles to be put up in local
motels at government expense for week­
end "dances" at the Tongue Point Center.
Mr. Biddle said , "Camp security officers
were told to keep hands off and to let the
kids run free and do whatever they
wanted to do. It was like a Roman orgy ."

Girl s at the camp told us that it is
quite easy to get a weekend pass as long
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as your request is in by Thursday . The
procedure is to list a des tina tion that
soun ds legitimate, then spend the week ­
end with a man in a local mote l. Long­
shoremen report a problem with the Jo b
Corps trainees boarding foreign ships at
dockside and even swimming out to ships
at anchor.

Located adjacent to the Job Cor ps
Center on Tongue Point is a Coast Guard
base. In fact , yo u must drive through the
Job Corps cam p to get to the Coast
Guard base . A fence separates the two,
but yo u can walk aro und it at either end.
The re is also a co nvenient nearb y fo rest.
Coast Guardsmen told us that men fro m
their outfit have been caught in the Job
Corps dorms and th e girls in th e barrack s
on th e base . "O ne night while I had the
du ty ," a Guardsma n relate d with disgust ,
"I was making a bed check and found
two naked jobbies in the racks with the
Guardsmen . I called another guy and had
him back a car up to the end of the
barracks and we loaded the girls in the
trunk and took them out past the gate
and threw them out on the ground." The
last Captain of the station became so
upset with the number of cases of gonor­
rhea among his men that he threatened to
courtmartial the next sailor to contract
the disease .

In a classic of syntactical malapropery,
the Daily Astorian reported on Septem­
ber 23,1969:

Dr. Veldon Boge, medical officer
for the Job Corps at Tongue Point,
said that there is a defi nite rise of
gonorrhea among local teen-agers
since his arrival here from
Salem . . . .

It is littl e wonder that Astorians com­
mon ly refer to the Tongue Point Job
Corps Center as a "federal brothel."

Girts we interviewed were quite candid
about the availability of drugs on the
base, though they said they are more
available in the summer when the Seaside
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reso rt is booming. Th e bulk of the drugs
is brough t down on weekends by soldie rs
from Fort Lewis, o r by Portl and resi­
dents, who either sell th em to the girls or
trade them fo r sexual favor s. Glue sniff­
ing is also a popular pastime at th e camp.
Four trainees at To ngue Point told me
that a number of th e caretakers are on
drug s, and explained: " We don 't te ll on
the caretake rs and the caretakers don 't
tell on us." The girls brag that smuggling in
drugs o r liquor is relat ively easy .

Not sur prisingly, most Asto rians deep ­
ly resent the Job Corps despi te th e public
relations effort s attempted from To ngue
Point. Nonet heless, the camp has its
sta unch defenders - including th e edito r
of the local newspaper , who never runs a
letter crit ical of th e cam p withou t a Jo b
Corps rebuttal printed immediat ely be­
low. If noth ing else, th e snow job over
the Job Cor ps has taugh t local residents
who know the tru th to be highly suspic­
ious of the Press. The Jo b Cor ps is also
defend ed by a few local merchants on the
basis of buying done by the camp and th e
spending by the girls of their subsidies for
clo thes and sundries.

But , of co urse, the "fede ral bro thel"
at Tongue Point is only one of the
Centers which- President Nixo n would
doubtless proliferate in his vast ex pansion
of Job T raining. While it is ty pical, a
broader look at the Corps is nonetheless in
order if we are to und erstand what Mr.
Nixo n's new "Welfare" scheme will mean.

The Gene ral Acco unting Office has
recent ly co mplete d a fift een-mo nt h
survey orde red by Congress to determine
the effectiveness of such anti-poverty
pro grams. Th e $ 1.1 mill ion survey has
attracted virt ually no attention in th e
Press even tho ugh it presented the most
det ailed sort of evide nce abo ut the
O.E.O. and especially government jo b
training such as Jo b Cor ps .

The G.A.O. repor t established th at in
thi rty-three percent of the cases in one
study, and twenty-two percent in
anot her, importan t eligibility criter ia
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were waived for Job Cor psme n. Many had
a " history of serious criminal or anti­
socia l behavior."

The G.A.O. repo rt furthe r co nfir me d
that only thirty -five percent of the
youths wh o left the Jo b Corps in fiscal
1968 were graduate d, and that th ere
weren ' t even spec ific cr iter ia for gradua­
tion. Reason s listed for dropping out
were , in order : (I) dissatisfaction with
the Job Corps as a whole; (2) homesick­
ness; (3) th e inability to obtain desired
vocation al training; and, (4) fear of
bodily ha rm.

Probably the on ly real cr iter ion for
judging th e success or fai lure of any
governmen t job- tra inin g program is
whet he r it breaks the "Welfare" chain
and puts otherwise employable person s to
work as Mr. Nixon says it does. A survey
conducted by the U.S. Chamber of Com­
merce discovered:

Although a signif icant number
of Job Corps graduates are initially
employed, their employment, fo r
the most part, is not a direct result
of the vocational training received
in the program. Seventy- two per­
cent of those survey ed who were
employed were not employed in
the skill for which they were
trained. It may be assumed that fo r
the most part current economic
conditions are more responsible for
the graduates' employment than
their Job Corps training.

Anothe r survey , th is one co nducted by
pollster Lou Harris for the Job Corps
(which bu ried its result s) , determi ned :

Sixty percent of the Corpsmen
found a job immediately aft er leav­
ing the Job COIpS. There is little
difference in immediate post-Job
Corps employment between the
graduates and the dropouts . . _.
(Congressional Digest, January
1968.)
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Harr is also d iscovered that six out of
ten of the trai nees were employe d befor e
entering the Job Corps, and that among
those going back to work after Job Cor ps
training, " . .. the med ian hou rly rate
showed an increase of $ .15 over the
pre -Job Cor ps rate ." The G.A.O . found
the average inc rement of advancement to
be only $.07 an hour. For this the
taxpayers spent thousands of dollars.

According to Harris, " ... on ly one in
ten of those working said they foun d
their jo bs wit h direct placement assis­
tance from the Job Corps." When I

. qu izzed To ngue Point public relation s
officer Jim Cameron abo ut job place­
ment s, he became extreme ly vague and
began to talk of how mu ch "social
enr ichmen t" th e girls received .* I was
beginning to perceive that I was talking to

' So me o f the girls w e talked to did n ot seem at
a ll "socia lly e nr ic he d" by their stay a t To ng ue
Po in t. One gro up of fou r with w hom we spoke
were about to gra d ua te as " n u rses ai des ."
Although the y had been th rough th e accult ura ­
tio n course , they used lan gu age th at would
make a Marine Corps Drill In stru c tor b lan ch .
My advice is t o st a y o ut of ho sp it al s.

Some of the girls seemed ge nuinely in ter­
ested in se lf-i mprovement , but most seem ed
f rivolous. Typica l is this tape-recorded in te r­
view :
Q: What's your n a me '?
A : Ca ro ly n B . . . . . T hey ca ll me Baby Dol l.
Q : Why do they ca ll you Ba by Do ll'?
A : Ca use Ah ' m a baby.
Q : How old are you ?
A : T we nty-one .
A. Whe re do yo u come from'!
A: J ack so nvill e , F lo r ida .
Q : A nd w h at are you stu dy ing '!
A : To b e a nu rses a ide .
Q: Do yo u like it he re '!
A : Yeah , Ahloveit !
Q : Wh y d o yo u love it ?
A: 'Cau se th er e 's lo tsa fell as her e, yu ka , yuka,
y u ka '
Q : We rcn "t th er e any fe llas in J ac kson vill e '?
A : Oooooh, gob b les and go b b les of fe llas!
Q: Whal kind of co urses are yo u t a k ing'!
A: We ll , A h ' rn laking G.E.D . reading, a nd
G .E.D . math , an d art.
Q : Wha t does art have t o d o wit h being a
nurses aide '?
A: Well, y ou k now we ha ve to h ave some kind
of re crea tio n.
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the local Minister of Obfuscation and
asked wha t kin d of follow-up was done to
see if girls stayed on their jo bs . " Oh, that
wo uld be very ex pensive. We couldn't
afford to do that," he answered. Later,
reflec ting on his reply , it took me fiftee n
seconds to reason that by merely paying
each girl ten dollars fo r submitting a
verified statement of employment every
four months the problem co uld be solved
wit h a minimu m of outlay . It took me so
long to co me up with that one I bega n to
suspect the Job Cor ps is not really very
interested in how many of its trainees
becom e permanently employe d. Acco rd­
ing to the G.A.O., Job Cor ps even cheats
on what employment sta tis tics it has. As
Senator Rob ert C. Byrd of West Virginia
told the Senate on May 13, 196 9:

The Job Corps centers also
generally showed themselves in­
capable of placing very many of
their graduates in jobs. The G.A.a.
investigators report: "A lthough
some confirmations of initial place­
ments were made by all centers, we
fo und that reports of placements
were not fu lly accurate. One center
reported placements solely on the
basis of confirmations that inter­
views were scheduled between
terminees and prospect ive em­
ployers.

"Follow-up procedures were
fo und to be equally inadequate and
misleading. "

A G.A.O. study of 2 11 enrollees wh o
did get jo bs revealed th at seventy -five
percent left in the first four mon th s. Of
the 211 , fifty-nine were fired and another
59 qu it fo r unknown reason s. Th e dis­
cha rges were for absen teeism, dishonest y ,
failure to perfo rm ade quately, violat ion
of rules and policies. The report of th e
General Acco unting Office co ncl ude d:

It appeared that Job Corps
terminees had no/ done materially
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better than the other eligible
youths who had applied to enter
the program and then chose not to
participate. It is questionable
whether Job Corps training has
resulted in substantial economic
benefit thus far for those youths
who participated in the program.

Not on ly is federal job training a
disaster when it comes to putting people
to work at better jobs, it is a vastly
expensive disaster. The G.A.D . reported:

Considering both direct and in­
direct costs for the centers in opera­
tion as of June 30, 1968, enrollee
man-year costs for fiscal 1968 were
$8,300 [or about triple the cost of
attending a prestigious private uni­
versity]. In light of the costly
training provided by the Job Corps
program, we doubt that the re­
sources [over $1 billion since incep­
tion] now being applied to it can
be fully justified.

Since only one -third graduate, the cost
per graduate is near $25,000. At the
average increase of $.07 an hour over
pre-Job Corps employment it will take
over thirteen years of steady employment
to recapture what it cost to the taxpayers
for one year in the Job Corps.

If what is past is prologue , things do
not auger well for Mr. Nixon's proposals
to give a million persons a year federally
financed job training . Already, juicy con­
tracts are being let by the Administration
for the establishment of training facilities.
For example , Congressman Craig Hosmer
of California has announced a $295 ,272
grant made by H.E .W. and the Labor
Department to train eighty men at Long
Beach City College . This figures out to
$3 ,690 per man and does not include
room and board as does the Job Corps.
Yet, according to Hosmer , "The Long
Beach program is one of 105 projects in
29 states being funded under the Man-
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power Development and Training Act."
Thus, even though the government 's

own statistics prove federal job training
to be a vastly expensive fraud, the Nixon
Administration is going right ahead with
more of the same . Why? The fact is that
if Mr. Nixon really wants to improve the
employment situation for the "poor," all
he has to do is face the fact that the chief
cause of what poverty there is in our
country today is the government. First ,
because many are encouraged to choose
not to work, but to draw on the tax ­
payers for unemployment insurance or
"Welfare" payments . Second, because
government minimum-wage and child­
labor laws prevent many teenagers from
acquiring jobs and job training in the
open market. Also, government-protected
unions limit the number of young men
who may become apprentices, and
often discriminate against Negroes. These
are matters about which an Administra­
tion really interested in helping "the
poor" could do something.

The point of all of this is that job
training, which obviously cannot be
handled by the federal government as Mr.
Nixon proposes , can be handled in other
ways if the boys in Washington will just
back off of their Fabian escalator and
stop compounding America's problems.

In a just society an individual could
obtain food, clothing, and shelter only
through useful productivity . A man lives
either from the sweat of his own brow or
the sweat of the brows of others. There is
no other way . More and more over the past
four decades , our politicians have been per­
mitted to reject concepts of our Founding
Fathers in favor of a society where nearly
everyone tries to live by picking the
pocket of everyone else , with the whole
festival of thievery supervised by bureau­
cratic croupiers who take thirty percent
of the ante as the cut of the house for
running the game . Their commandment
is: Thou shalt not steal - that's the
licensed profession of a politician .

Most of the fifty-seven percent of

AMERICAN OPINION



Americans who voted against Hubert
Humphrey in 1968 thought they were
voting to end the "Th ieving Society." Re­
publicans were thus given their second op­
portunity since the New Deal to restore the
American system - a competitive-ent er­
prise economy functioning within a demo­
cratic Republic . They had fumbled away
the ball on the last series of downs when,
ignoring the Party platform of 1952,
DWight Eisenhower had beefed up the Wel­
fare State installed by Franklin Roosevelt.
As James Reston put it:

President Eisenhower acquiesced
in all the New Deal reforms the
R epublicans opposed in the '30's
and '40's, and Nix on was his
deputy. [Nixon] came to off ice as
a minority president, accused of
being a warmonger who was indif­
f erent to the internal social and
economic problems of the cities
and the races, but he is now arguing
fo r peace, and social justice ­
talking like a conservative but
acting like a progressive.

A rthur Schlesinger, Sr. makes
the same point in his study of The
Tides of National Politics. The chief
liberal gains of the past, he says,
"generally remain on the statu te
books when the Conservative [sic]
recover power ... liberal grows
constantly more liberal, and by the
same token, conservatism grows
constantly less conservative . . . . "

This may not be true of the
conservatives like George Wallace
who are out of power, but it seems
to be true or Nixo n. He is zig­
zagging to the left.

The meaning of all this was stressed by
the National Observer of July 21, 1969,
in a feature enti tled "Two Positions:
'Libe ral' and 'Less Liberal' - the Conser­
vat ives Find Themselves Boxed ln ." Bar­
ron's, sister publication to the Wall S treet
Journal, put it this way:
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Unlike earlier confl icts of ideol­
ogy in Washington, there is now no
f undamental dispute over commit­
ments, only a narrow haggling over
technique. There are artificial
"liberal" positions and "less liber­
al" positions , with the pulling and
hauling largely between Senate
Democrats and the White House,
but the conservatives have been
f oreclosed f rom debate. Because
the liberals have been surprisingly
efficient in organizing loyal opposi­
tion, congressional conservatives
have 110 choice but to join in
support of the some-what "less
liberal" White House . . . .

IfMr. Nixon lately has been seen
in the company of conservatives it
is only because they have moved on
to liberal terrain in order to support
him . . . .

Conservatives who looked for­
ward to abolishing the Office of
Econom ic Opportunity have fo und
themselves in the odd position of
promoting renaissance of the
agency along new lines, the liberals
defending the status quo. Old
Guard Republicans who last y ear
thought razing was too good for the
Job Corps camps this year passion­
ately defend the A dministration's
decision to keep half the camps
open.

Perhaps the liberals should be
happier with this condition than
they are . .. . As much ground as
they cover in seeking an issue, Mr.
Nixon follows, y anking the Old
Guard with him.

This is a far cry from the days of the
"Old Nixon" - who may be the non­
personification of Kipling's The Man Who
Never Was. Still, the "Old Nixon" - then
doing a Spiro Agnew as a smokescreen to
cover Dwight Eisenhower's moves to the
Left - told an audience in New York
City on January 20 , 1958:
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If we have noth ing to offer other
than a pale carbon copy of the New
Deal, if our only purpose is to gain
and retain power, the R epublican
Party no longer has any reason to
ex ist, and it ought to go out of
business.

Maybe it has gone out o f bu siness;
certainly it has been captured . The
Fabian plans for a Welfar e St at e which
have caught Pre sident Nix on 's imagi­
nation are based on the "New Econo m­
ics" o f the bolshevik British radical, John
Maynard Keynes . (See Page 19 .) That the
Pres ident is a devotee of Keynes' "New
Economics" is attested to by the Wall
Street Journal in its issue of Oct obe r 21 ,
1968 :

. . . the N ixon camp is stressing
that it 's no less committed to the
basic principle of Government­
guided economic growth than the
Johnson-Kennedy Administrations
have been. Mr. Nixon has labeled
himself a "n ew econom ist," aides
note, a tag customarily attached to
such Democratic [and Keynesian]
seers as Walter W. Heller, Gardner
Ackley and A rthur Okun , the cur­
rent chairman of President John­
son 's Council of Economic Ad­
visers.

Nobody expected miracles of Richard
Nixon. They d id expect him to follow the
principles of tradit ional Republicanism ­
to stop governme nt spending on such
programs as Job Cor ps and put the b locks
to mu sh rooming "big governmen t ," as he
had implied he wo uld do during the
campa ign . Inste ad, Mr. Nixo n has pro­
posed - with programs like run ning a
million Ame ricans a yea r through o utfits
like Tongue Point - to go farthe r than
Hubert Humphrey would have dared .
Even staunch and stolid Walter Tr ohan of
the Chicago Tribune has been forced to
lament :
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Under his program of new feder­
alism, Mr. Nixon made it clear he
believes that poverty is a federal
problem, even though he called for
state cooperation in dealing with it.
Mr. Nixon had been denouncing the
welfare state from the time he first
ran fo r Congress in 1946, but now
he has served notice he will not
tolerate poverty even though the
cost of the anti-poverty program
runs to 5 billions a year.

Although he calls it workfare
rather than welfare, the cost is not
far behind the Great Society pro­
gram of Lyndon B. Johnson and
greater than that of the New Deal
of Franklin D. Roosevelt, the Fair
Deal of Harry Truman or the New
Front ier of John F. Kennedy .****

Conservatives are going to have
to recognize that the Nixon admini­
stration will embrace most of the
socialism of the Democratic admini­
strations, while professing to im­
prove it . . . .

America is not being conquered by
Communists alone , yo u see . The Fabi an
Sociali sts are in on th e assault up to the
hilt. The Communists' "heat in the
st reet" is being used in Congress by the
Fabian wing of the Con spiracy to legislate
us int o the Marxist State one ste p at a
time. The President's phony "j ob train­
ing" scheme is a part of that program.

Whatever he considers himself, Richard
Nixon has become a proponent of the Wel­
fare State, directing the pressure from
above in complement to the Communist ­
created pressure from below. The result is
th at the Ame rican mid dle-class is bei ng
swallowed in a giant pince r movem ent .

It will take pressure fro m above as well
as fro m below to turn America into a
collectivist State . If either arm of the
pincer can be broken, America will sur ­
vive. If not. Well, if not . . . just ask any
refugee from Co mmunism what it will
be like . __

A MER ICAN OPINION


